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Meat deboned by machine—part 2 


Dec. 5 is deadline for comments on Agriculture Dept.’s 
revamped proposal for definition, permitted uses and labeling 
requirements for meat food products prepared by mechanical 
processing of ground bone. The process grinds hand-trimmed 
bones, primarily soft bones, which still have considerable meat 
(muscle tissue) on them, and forces the material through sieves 
which separate the meat from most of the bone. Agriculture 
would permit 0.75% calcium in what was originally called 
mechanically deboned meat (MDM). 


The first MDM proposal, accompanied by an interim 
regulation which put the proposal into immediate effect, was 
withdrawn as the result of a suit by a coalition of consumer 
groups. The Court ruled that Agriculture had not adequately 
assessed MDM'’s potential health hazards. This revised proposal 
is based on scientific data evaluated by a select panel of 
Government scientists considered experts on health and safety 
aspects of foods, and reflects comments received on the earlier 
proposal. It provides that MDM would be named “Tissue from 
Ground Bone” (TGB) and classifies it as a meat food product 
rather than meat. TGB could constitute no more than 20% of 
the meat portion of any meat food product and would have to be 
the same species—pork, for example—as the formulated 
product, such as pork TGB in pork sausage. The proposal 
prohibits the use of TGB in baby, junior or toddler foods, 
ground beef, fabricated steaks, barbecued meats, roast beef, 
corned cuts, lima beans with ham and similar products, beef 
with gravy, and meat pies. 


Details—Federal Register: Oct. 6, page 54437. CONSUMER 
REGISTER: May 15, 1976. Send comments to Hearing Clerk, 
Agriculture Dept., Washington, DC 20250. For more 
information write or call Irwin Fried, Food Safety Quality 
Service, at above address; telephone 202-447-6042. 


CB and TV antennas 


Dec. 1 is deadline for comments on Consumer Product 
Safety Commission’s (CPSC) proposed labeling requirements 
for outdoor Citizens Band and television antennas. 


The proposal is the result of a petition to CPSC for a 
regulation requiring that a label be printed on the package and 
instruction sheet of all communications antennas sold to 
consumers, warning them of the danger of electric shock if the 
antennas touch electric lines during installation. 


CPSC investigated the injuries and deaths associated with 
communications antennas and learned that: 

e In 1976 over 160 electrocutions resulted from use of these 
antennas. 

@ More than 90 of those deaths were associated with 
Citizens Band antennas, and over 29 deaths were associated 
with TV antennas. In over 40 other cases, CPSC could not tell 
what types of antennas were involved. 

e The vast majority of these deaths occurred when the 
antenna touched electric power lines during installation or 
removal. 


Until CPSC decides whether a consumer product safety 
standard for antennas is necessary, it believes it is essential 
that consumers know about the hazard and of the precautions 
they can take to avoid it. The label would have to be 
conspicuous to the installer and would say: “Danger. Watch for 
wires. You can be killed if this antenna comes near electric 
power lines. Read instructions.” 


In addition to labels, the new regulations would require 
that instructions contain an explanation of the hazard of 
contacting electric lines and directions on how to reduce. the 
hazard during installation. 
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Details—Federal Register: Nov. 1, page 57132. Send comments 
to “Communications Antennas,” Secretary, Consumer Product 
Safety Commission, Washington, DC 20207. For more 
information write or call Carl Blechschmidt at above address; 
telephone 301-492-6557. 


Hearing on drug legislation 


Food and Drug Administration (FDA) announced its Nov. 
22 public hearing on comprehensive legislative proposals on 
drugs for human use on Nov. 1 with a Nov. 11 deadline for 
notice from persons wishing to participate. FDA informs us 
that this is because HEW Secretary Califano stipulated that 
the hearing be held before Thanksgiving in order that FDA’s 
proposals to him could be ready before the end of November. 
Since CONSUMER NEWS publishes on the first and 15th of each 
month we could not carry the notice in time for our readers to 
participate. For consumers who wish to observe, however, the 
hearing begins at 9 a.m. in Conference Rooms D-E-F, 
Parklawn Bldg., Rockville, MD. The FDA Commissioner will 
be the presiding officer. 


Details—Federal Register: Nov. 1, page 57159. For more 
information write or call Bruce Brown, Office of the Executive 
Secretariat (HF-1), Food and Drug Administration, 5600 
Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20857; telephone 301-443-3380. 


Truth-in-lending—enforcement policy 


Dec. 6 is deadline for comments on guidelines that Federal 
regulatory agencies involved propose to use in enforcing the 
Truth-in-Lending Act and Regulation Z. The agencies involved 
are Federal Reserve System (FRS), Comptroller of the 
Currency, Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. (FDIC), Federal 
Home Loan Bank Board (FHLBB) and National Credit 
Union Administration (NCUA). The policy is intended to 
provide specific, standardized guidelines to promote improved 
and uniform enforcement of the Act. The guidelines provide for 
corrective action, including reimbursement, for consumers who 
have been overcharged (e.g., charged higher than the stated 
interest rate) or otherwise harmed by violations of the Act 
(such as improper disclosures of credit life insurance charges). 


Details—Federal Register: Oct. 18, page 55786. Send comments 
to Interagency Enforcement Policy, Regulation Z, Washington, 
DC 20219. 


Ice cream 


Agriculture Dept. has issued a final rule, effective 
Oct. 29, establishing a minimum quality standard for ice 
cream. 


Under the new rule, manufacturers whose ice cream 
products meet Agriculture’s standard may label their 
products with an identifying Agriculture Dept. symbol. Use of 
the symbol is voluntary. However, if ice cream manufacturers 
do want to label their products with the symbol, they must: 

@ Operate an Agriculture Dept.-approved plant. 

eUse dairy ingredients from an Agriculture 
Dept.-approved plant. 

e Produce ice cream according to Agriculture’s standard 
of composition and, for a fee, operate under continuous 
Agriculture Dept. inspection. 


Agriculture’s standard of composition and voluntary 
symbol were mandated by Congress in the Food and 
Agriculture Act of 1977 to enable consumers to distinguish 
between ice cream as it has been made traditionally and ice 
cream containing unlimited amounts of whey and 





caseinates—as proposed by Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA). (Whey is the thin watery substance separated out of 
milk in cheese-making. Caseinates are milk proteins that are 
by special processing methods.) Ice 
» Agriculture’s standard will be of the 


separated from milk 

cream made according 
traditional recipe 

, a other things, that ice 

contain at least 1.6 pounds of total solids per gallon, 

least 4.5 pounds per gallon, contain at ‘east 20% total 

k solic is constituted of 10% milkfat and at least 6% nonfat 

milk solids. Whey cannot, by weight, be more than 25% of the 

it ndard does not 

‘ovisions of the Federal 


nonfat milk solids. Compliance 
excuse failure to comply with 
Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act 


Because Congress directed Agriculture t 
minimum standard by Oct. 29, no opportunity was given for 
comment. However, Agriculture is requesting that anyone 
who wants to suggest improvements for implementing the 
standard to send.in comments by Jan. 1, 1978 


to adopt the new 


Agriculture also wants to know if consumers and others 
are interested in establishing a quality grading system for ice 
cream. Such a system woul Id allow consumers to compare the 
quality milkfat and milk solids conten , flavor, body, texture, 


color and appearance) of ice cream. 


Details—Federal Register: Oct. 28, page 56717. Send 
comments to Hearing Clerk, Agriculture Dept., Washington, 
DC 20250. For more information write or call Richard W. 
Webber at above address; telephone 202-447-7473. 


Ice cream (2) 


Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has stayed, 
elayed the effective date, on certain provisions of its amended 
standard of identity for ice cream, frozen custard, ice milk and 
sherbet pending review of essential information before deciding 
if public hearings are necessary. The stayed provisions would, 
among other things, establish minimum milk protein 
requirements for ice cream and other frozen desserts. FDA will 
lso consider the comparison and relative importance of 
physical characteristics and nutritional value of ice cream 
manufactured under provisions of the present and pending 


standard 


Details—Federal Register: — 8, page 35152. CONSUMER 
REGISTER: June 1. For more information write or call Eugene 
T. McGarrahar Bureau of “ewe (HFF-415), Food and Drug 
Administration, Washington, DC 20204: telephone 


202-245-1155. 


Consumer records 


Dec. 19 is deadline for comments on Consumer Product 
Safety Commission’s (CPSC) proposal to require certain 
manufacturers (including importers), private labelers, and 
distributors of all consumer products under CPSC’s jurisdiction 
to keep records for 3 years of all consumer complaints they 
receive about product safety. 

This revised proposal is similar in some respects to one 
issued late in 1974 [CONSUMER REGISTER: Sept. 15, 1974] that 
carried a 5-year recordkeeping requirement. 

CPSC has now 
determined that it is necessary to kee p re cords under only one 
of the acts under its jurisdiction—the Consumer Product Safety 


In addition to the new 3-year requirement, 


Act. The earlier proposal could have required issuing separate 
regulations under the Flammable Fabrics Act, Federal 
Hazardous Substances Act and Poison Prevention Packaging 
Act of 1970—as well as the Consumer Product Safety Act. The 
recordkeeping information received will help ¢ CPSC identify 
substantial product hazards and other hazardous products. 


The proposal also sets forth how the records are to be kept 
and who has responsibility for such recordkeeping. 


Details—Federal Register: Nov. 3, page 57642. Send con.ments 
to Secretary, Consumer Product Safety Commission, 
Washington, DC 20207. For more information write or call 
Mana L. Jennings at above address; telephone 301-492-6608. 


Bumpers 


National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) has withdrawn its proposed alternative amendments 
to the passenger car bumper standards that were mandated by 
Congress to reduce the cost of low-speed collisions. 


The amendments included (1) establishment of a consumer 
information program and (2) a one-year delay in the 
implementation of the standard’s Phase II requirement 
[CONSUMER REGISTER: March 15, 1976]. 

NHTSA received comments on the proposals from 
automobile and insurance companies, several consumer 
organizations and individual consumers. The insurance 
companies and all of the consumer groups except Consumers 
Union were in favor of withdrawing the proposed amendments 
and requiring implementation of the Phase II standards on 
schedule—Sept. 1, 1979. Consumers Union thought that the 
consumer information program would encourage automobile 
companies to produce even more damage-resistant bumpers 
than the law requires. All of the car makers were in favor of a 
delay of at least one year for ere Phase II. 


Details—Federal Register: Nov. 7, page 57979; June 16, page 
30655. CONSUMER REGISTER: July : For more information call 
or write Nelson Gordy, Office of Crashworthiness, Motor 
Vehicle Programs, National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, Washington, DC 20590; telephone 
202-426-1740. 


Mortgages 


Housing and Urban Development Dept. (HUD) has 
increased the maximum mortgage amounts and decreased the 
minimum down payment requirements for buyers who seek 
FHA-insured mortgage loans. 


Here are highlights of the new regulations which 
implement requirements of the Housing and Community 
Development Act of 1977 (Public Law 95--128): 


e The maximum mortgage amount for a one-family 
residence was increased from $45,000 to $60,000—having the 
effect of making more houses eligible for HUD financing. 


e The old 3% down payment requirement for the first 
25,000 of the value of a house continues. However, down 
payment requirements for amounts after the first $25,000 were 
set at 5% 


ze 57434. For more 
information call or write William A. Rolfe, Director, Single 
Family Mortgage Insurance Division, Office of Insured and 
Direct Loan Programs, Housing and Urban Development 
Dept., Washington, DC 20410; telephone 202-426-8914. 


Details-Federal Register: Nov. 2, page 
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consumer comment 


Federal agencies want to learn your views on proposals and other items published in the Federal Register and CONSUMER 
REGISTER. Agencies use these comments in their decision making. 


These forms are provided for you to use, if you wish, in commenting on these items. For more lengthy comments, feel free to 
use a plain sheet of paper. Send comment forms to addresses listed in CONSUMER REGISTER summaries. CONSUMER NEWS is 
publishing these forms in cooperation with the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). 
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consumer comment 


CONSUMER REGISTER publishes proposed and final rules, regulations and notices of interest to consumers originally appearing 
in the Federal Register. Notices on proposed rules published in the Federal Register and summarized in CONSUMER REGISTER 
give consumers the opportunity to participate in rule making prior to the adoption of final rules. The Federal Register is published 
to provide a uniform system for making available to the public regulations and legal notices issued by Federal agencies. 
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